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Published picture books from Inland NW SCBWI Members



A PICTURE BOOK IS 
A BOOK FOR PEOPLE 
WHO CAN’T READ.”

“

- Ann Whitford Paul
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WHAT’S A PICTURE BOOK?
A picture book usually has a combination of words
and illustrations that work together to tell a story
for children—usually shared by an adult reader.

From the SCBWI Essential Guide to Publishing for Children



The word count for a picture book manuscript is a
fuzzy number, but 300-550 is a good word count
goal. Fairy tales and fables can be longer, as well
as nonfiction and informational titles can be longer
and will include backmatter. 

When picture books are published, they are
usually 32 or 40 pages. Sometimes they can be
even longer, but the page numbers are always a
multiple of eight.

HOW LONG SHOULD A PB BE?

Jennifer Laughran’s Ask the Agent Tumbler: 
https://www.tumblr.com/literaticat
& her Literaticast Podcast available 
wherever you listen!
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Setting
Character
Plot / Structure / Form
Voice / Language 
Point of View 
Theme

ESSENTIAL WRITING ELEMENTS
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LEAVE ROOM 
FOR THE ART!

From Hanif Abdurraqib’s instagram tribute to Dolly Parton, August 2026
instagram.com/nifmuhammad   |  @nifmuhammad

Maybe you’ve got something
good that goes with my 
something good? 

Maybe you’ve got something
I ain’t got?

“

”



ON ILLUSTRATOR NOTES
Proceed with caution! 

Illustrator notes can be helpful for the author when drafting in figuring out
what needs to be in the text vs. when to let the illustrations drive. 

There are different camps for illustrator notes-- but if there is something
pertinant that only happens in the art, that the reader would not know
through text only, then that’s a good use of an illustrator note. 

                    It’s a note not necessarily a detailed description and art direction.



Lyrical
Humorous
Character Driven 
Rhyming 
Concept 
Wordless
Fairytale/Folktale
Poetry
Social Emotional Learning
Informative & Non-Fiction

TYPES OF PICTURE BOOKS

And MORE!



For traditional publishing, the author (or author-illustrator) will
sign a contract with the publisher granting them some rights to
publish the book in exchange for an advance and royalties if certain
parameters are met. The editor will manage the project, and the
publishing company will do all production, printing, and marketing
and sales through traditional publishing ecosystem.

The editor (with the help of the art director) will usually choose the
illustrator. The author does not need to find an illustrator, and may
or may not have a say in who will illustrate the story.

FINDING AN ILLUSTRATOR 



For independent publishing, the author usually manages the
project of creating a book from writing, revising, production, printing,
and marketing. 

This includes finding an illustrator. Browsing SCBWI member
portfolio’s can be a good place to look for illustrators who are open
to and available for work. 

FINDING AN ILLUSTRATOR 



One of the best ways to learn about the picture
book form is to read a wide variety of recently
published picture books. 

Become friends with you local librarian and use
your library card. If you have local bookstores, go
check them out! See what books are on the
shelves, ask book sellers what books they enjoy.

Keep a reading journal of your picture book reads!

READ PICTURE BOOKS!
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